THE  UNQUIET GRAVE

cross. Here ^Eneas, on his official visit to the Shades,
rejoins him, to whom Palinurus at once appeals, pro-
testing his innocence in a manner with which those who
have had experience of such patients are familiar.

Amidst the Spirits Palinurus press'd;

Yet fresh from life; a new admitted Guest.

Who, while he steering view'd the Stars, and bore

His Course from Affrick, to the Lotion Shore,

Fell headlong down. The Trojan fix'd his view,

And scarcely through the gloom the sullen Shadow

knew.
Then thus the Prince. * What envious Pow'r, O

Friend,

Brought your lovM Life to this disastrous end ?
For PhcebuS) ever true in all he said,
Has, in your fate alone, my Faith betray'd ?
To God foretold you shou'd not die, before
You reach5 d, secure from Seas, th* Italian Shore ?
Is this th* unerring Pow'r ? * The Ghost reply'd,
* Nor Phoebus flatter'd, nor his Answers ly'd;
Nor envious Gods have sent me to the Deep:
But white the Stars, and course of Heav'n I keep,
My weary'd Eyes were seiz'd with fatal sleep.1
I fell; and with my weight, the Helm constraint,
Was drawn along, which yet my gripe retain'd.
Now by the Winds, and raging Waves, I swear,
Your Safety, more than mine, was then my Care:
Lest, of the Guide bereft, the Rudder lost,
Your Ship shou'd run against the rocky Coast.
Three blust'ring Nights, born by the Southern blast,
I floated; and discovered Land at last:

1 In the original, Palinurus makes no mention of being
asleep, nor is there any other mention of Apollo's prophecy,
which may be a trap set by JEneas. Notice how Palinurus*
reply is calculated to allay suspicion.
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